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All of the 10 Dashi floats of the upper area gather at
Hachiman-otsuji crossing and their hayashi
performances begin with Kiyari chant.
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Yoka-tsuji

Lower area's dashi gather together
at Yoka-tsuji and Yokoyama-tsuiji
crossing.
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Eight of the upper area's Mikoshi gather together and
parade jointly in the upper area.
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Nine Dashi floats and Niwaka-yatai floats from the lower area
as well as the portable shrine of Hachiman Yakumo Shrine
gather at the Fuda-no-tsuji (Yokamachi intersection). Children's
mando lantern and hayashi music performance lead the festive
atmosphere.
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Yagicho Park Public Toilet
Nanohana Chibikko Hiroba (available only on Sunday)
Com Park Hachioji Hachimancho Parking #2
Orimono Kumiai Parking
ECO'S Parking lot (available only on Saturday and Sunday)
CHITOSEYA: the Hachioji Community Hub
(available only on Friday)

Hachioji View Tower East courtyard
Icho Hall
Seibu Shinkin Bank Parking lot

(available only on Saturday and Sunday)
Soto Terrace
Mizuho Bank Parking lot
Machinaka Lounge Hachioji-Shuku
Motoyokoyamacho 2 Chome Public Toilet
(Dai-ichi Elementary School West)

Compark Hachioji Yokoyamacho #5 Parking

@0 OPSOBO0OO0OOBOOC

JR Hachioji Station North Public Toilet
(Behind the police box)

\

\

suspended from 4PM, August 1 to August 3.

g’
Recycling Stations
(Only available on Saturday and Sunday)

@

The Lions Mansion Hachioji #8 Station
Okadaya Butsuguten Station

ECO'S Parking

The View Tower Hachioji Station

Moriya Tomizo Shoten Station

Kaitori-Hambai Kingram Station

Hachioji Station West Intersection South Station
Hachioji Station North Police Box Station

The Recycling Center Headquarters Dai-ichi Elementary School

*Only stations (

), and ® are available on Friday, August 1.

& o S o

History of
Hachioji Festival

Originally, Hachioji City prospered as an Inn town of Koshu-Kaido in
the Edo era and then as a textile town by the end of the era.

There used to be two festivals involve dashi floats in the old city
center. Those festivals were dedicated each to Hachiman Yakumo
Shrine and Taga Shrine, both located along the Koshu-Kaido.

In 1961 (Showa era 36), the two festivals were merged into a single
citizen festival, and then it was renamed as Hachioji Festival when
local communities' dashi floats joined the festival in 1968 (Showa

era 43).

Ujiko 'people who serve God' of the two shrines have been taking an

active part in Hachioji Festival.

Hachioji festival at the time featured not only traditional festive
elements such as dashi floats, mikoshi, shishimai and hayashi music,
but also participatory events and fireworks display and enjoyed by
citizens as an annual summer festival. The festival was
re-established in 2002 (Heisei era 14) focusing on traditional dashi and
mikoshi parades.

The annual 3-day festival takes place on the first Friday of August in
downtown Hachioji.

Its various events attract more than 770,000 spectators expecting to

experienee traditional Japanese festival.

Highlights of the
Festival

Dashi float

The 19 dashi floats (also called Hikiyama or Yatai) mounted with
halberds, dolls, flowers are drawn on festive occasions.

Originally, dashi is where God can rest during ceremonies and
festivals.Each of them is carved with unique complicated
patterns.Traditionally, dashi ningyo (float doll) is settled on top of
a dashi float.Unfortunately, most of the original dashi ningyo were
lost in V L. ; howev alvaged ones are still mounted on dashi
floats during the festival. The 19 dashi floats of Hachioji are often
referred to as a mobile sculpture because of their exceptional
details and beauty.

Whereas their beauty, buttsuke competition between dashi floats
during parades is intense. Dashi float gatherings are the hi

of the festival.

Mikoshi

Mikoshi is often described as a portable shrine that carries a soul
of God during festive occasions.

God's soul is taken out from a shrine to mikoshi and carried
around its district to pray for prosperity and safety.

Taga shrine was ablished about 1,000 years ago.

Its mikoshi, called Sengan Mikoshi, was built in Asakusa, Tokyo in
1882 (Meiji era 15) and has been one of the main features of
Hachioji Festival.

Sengan means heavy and the mikoshi has the-name due to its size
and weight.

Shishimai (Lion Dance)

Shishimai is a.ritual danee performed by dancers wearing a lion
mask to ward off evil spirits and pray for a good harvest.

Hayashi & Ibayashi Music

Hayashi and Ibayashi are accompanying music played with
Japanese flutes and percussion instruments to make festive

occasions and ceremonies more exciting.




